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Beverley M i l l  i s  a  f i v e - s t o r y  s tone  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t i c  s to ry  
s e t  i n  the metal  covered gable  roof .  Due t o  the m i l l ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
lower s lopes  of Thoroughfare Gap i n  t h e  Bull  Run Mountains, t h e  u p - h i l l  
(no r th )  s i d e  i s  only t h r e e  s t o r i e s  h igh  and f aces  a  century-o ld  branch of  t t  
Southern Railway. The hugh s t r u c t u r e ,  four  bays on i t s  main f r o n t  and 
th ree  bays on the  s i d e s ,  i s  cons t ruc ted  of  pa r t i a l ly -cour sed  s tone  rubble  
quarr ied  from t h e  c reek  and mountainside wi th  window openings o f  s i x  over  
s i x  sa sh .  The water  power was provided by Bul l  Run Creek which, i n  i t s  
1300 foo t  passage through t h e  Gap, drops 87 f e e t .  Ex te r io r  m i l l  machinery 
remaining inc ludes  t h e  29 f o o t  meta l  waterwheel and s l u i c e  g a t e  as w e l l  a s  
the  s tone  m i l l  r ace .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  
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T A T E M E N 7  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I 
Beverley M i l l ,  s o  named a f t e r  i t s  l a t e -19 th  cen tu ry  owners, was b u i l t  some- 
time p r i o r  t o  1759. The s t r u c t u r e  is mentioned i n  o f f i c i a l  records  of 
t h a t  yea r  a s  a  boundary marker between Pr ince  William and the  newly c rea t ed  
Fauquier coun t i e s .  The g r i s t  m i l l ,  and a  f l o u r  m i l l ,  s i n c e  des t royed,  
were b u i l t  by Jonathan Chapman on t h e  Broad Run proper ty  which he purchased 
i n  1742. 'ho  s t o r i e s  were added t o  the  s t r u c t u r e  dur ing  t h e  1850's ,  and 
i t  continued i n  ope ra t ion  through World War 11. No longer  i n  use,  the  m i l :  
was threa tened  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  I n t e r s t a t e  66,  bu t  a  co-opera t ive  
e f f o r t  by c i t i z e n s '  groups and f e d e r a l  and S t a t e  highway o f f i c i a l s  caused 
t h e  road t o  be redesigned t o  by-pass the  m i l l .  

I n  appeal ing  f o r  t h e  p rese rva t ion  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  one groul 
noted t h a t  t h e  m i l l  had 

con t r ibu ted  e s s e n t i a l  food products  f o r  f i v e  Wars--beginning 
wi th  t h e  French and Indian  War. The M i l l  is mentioned i n  
o l d  o r d e r l y  books and i n  t h e  pub l i c  claims f o r  the  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  War. Supplies  were shipped t o  American t roops 
du r ing  t h e  War of  1812, the  Mexican War and dur ing  the  C i v i l  
War t h e  M i l l  was used ( a l t e r n a t e l y )  by Union and Confederates 

I 
The m i l l  was designed exc lus ive ly  f o r  the  m i l l i n g  of  corn f o r  

meal and feed,  bu t ,  du r ing  ante-bel lum V i r g i n i a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e v i v a l ,  i t s  
ope ra t ions  were expanded t o  inc lude  t h e  g r ind ing  of  l imestone f o r  f e r t i l i z e  
The m i l l  was modernized by a  new metal waterwheel i n  1900 and i n  the  1940's 
by f l o u r  g r ind ing  equipment and a d i e s e l  engine f o r  a u x i l i a r y  power. I n  
the  1940's the  m i l l  ground approximately 100,000 bushels  of g r a i n  annual ly  
and employed s i x  persons.  

Thus Beverley M i l l  -- t h i s  imposing mass of s tone  masonry 
w i t h i n  view of  the  thousands of m o t o r i s t s  who t r a v e l  through Thoroughfare 
Gap each yea r ,  t h i s  a n c i e n t l y  des ignated  o f f i c i a l  county boundary marker 
which has  con t r ibu ted  b o u n t i f u l l y  t o  feeding Virg in ians  and o t h e r s  dur ing  
peace and war -- is indeed a landmark i n  t h e  broades t  and b e s t  sense.  
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